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To the Moſt Noble 
The Duke of Newca 


rn 8 A „ W . . 
, ebe. 
Hf E Proteſtant Diſſenters re- 
member your Concern for 
them in the early part of your 
G s Life, when the Schiſm Bill 
was on the Carpet; they are very 
defirous by their Conduct to me- 
rit the continuance of your Favour 
and Countenance, being well aſſur- 
ed of your being an Advocate for 
the Cauſe of Liberty and Charity. 
Having had the Honour to be ac- 
e with your Grace in the laſt 
bt of my Grammar-Learning, I 
leave to put this Diſcourſe into 
9 — r Hands, It is an Apology for 
the belt of Books, and a Vindication 
of it from the baſe Reflections of 
the Papiſts, What the late excel- 
lent A. B. T3llorſon ſays of ſome Per- 
ſons being againſt Reaſon may be 
9 applied 


The DEDICATION. 


applied to che Deſpiſers of the Bible. 
The Papiſts are againſt the Bible, 
becauſe = Bible is againſt them. 
Your Grace's known Attachment 
to the Succeſſion i in the Perſon and 
Family of our preſent gracious 
ente and your Averſion to Po- 
ery, and Slavery, its inſeparable 
Re isanother Reaſon, that 
hath induced me to beg your Grace's 
Patronage of theſe Papers. | 9-17 Soi 
bat your Grace Any long e enjoy 
the Fayour of your Prince, and be 
the Darling of Jour Country, and 
eminently uſeful in your high Sta- 
tion, and at len gth be prepared for, 
and advanced 8 greater and more 
laſting Honours in that Kingdom 
dtr. cannot be andre.” 178 9 
Prayers of, Tour Grace's ES Ly "gs 
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P N E FACE. 
HERE As, RR 


W prehenſion of the Growth of Po- 
Pry, a Weekly Lecture hath been ſet up 
efend the Proteſtant Religion, in Con- 
prin with thoſe worthy Brethren en 20 4 
in that Service, I firſt # gre eached, a 
publiſh this Diſcourſe. T heartily worſe them 
good S ucceſs, as I do all our Bae, whe- 
ther of or cut of the Eſtabliſhment. If 
* preached, and Hearts won over 
Lobe and Practice of real Goodneſs, 
1 do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice, no- 
* this will turn to the Advantage of the 
Goſpel. It is -a Time for Proteſtants B 
all Denominations to. unite againſt P {The 
which is ſtill the ſame cruel, 1dolatrous Re. 6 
Iigion it ever "was: I bear no Lill to 
any one on account of bis Principles, and 
I hope I have ſaid nothing offenfroe, far- 
Ar * Trut will Od i * 
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T have given my Opinion freely about 
- . which ſome among ourſelves, 
. would have bad me forborn, but I 
think 1 could nat have jt ugh pr to m 
S ect, fe we are not yet throughty pur 
Py (LM d other things, hah are Re- 
mains of P — give the Miſſionaries 
F that Je es, that one time or other 
Ae Religion will be reftared « aud rhe 
3 
T fretly oun, I an wrt afraid of theſe 


Poj Remains, than I om of Romil 


e always thought Oaths and $ 435 
2 "when fubmiteed fo, are binding ; 

but i, Men can 2 ride Calviniſtical and 
E e Articles, who profeſs to be Anti- 
Calvmiſts, and Anti-Trinitarians, and to 
| Je fy their Conduft ſay 2 15 meant nothing 
705 they e ho he things in.a different 


Neighbours: However, if 


Lig are LON in dir a own Minds, may 
go en and proſper. I would not wo; 


28 


e axy, but La ſay, Amicus nth 


wy Amicus Plato, ſed mapis Amica Ve- 


There are many ca to be affigned for 
the Growth of P _ . F. 
already mentioned, another is groſs Ignorance; 
fer I believe moſt of their late Converts are 

* r among 


Pieces again Popery, But I fear our 


The PREFACE. 
among poor, ignorant, diſtreſſed People ; and 
I 6% Proteftents (who 2 able) . would 
learn of them, fas eſt & ab hoſte doceri, to 
relieve the truly neceſſitous in their Neigh- 
bourhood, and diſperſe among them Bibles, 
and other good Books, and eſpecially 


own Diviſions have been another great 
Cauſe, together with the Decay of the Power 
of Godlineſs; how is the Gold become 
dim! how is the moſt fine Gold changed! 

Do not the Cloſets and Families of many 
Proteſtants witneſs againſt them ? 

J am not here to accuſe any of my own 
particular Friends, but I would as one who 
(I cruſt) hath obtained Mercy to be faith- 
ful, call upon them to mind their Cloſet and 
Family Devotions, and let reading the Holy 
Scriptures be 4 conſiant Branch of every 
Day's Duty Marning an Evening, as well 
as Prayer, without which we preach in 
vain, and others hear in vain. Ob that 
prayerleſs Families would read over and 
over again that awful Threatning or Pre- 
diftion, Pour out thy Fury upon the Hea- 
then that know thee not, and upon the 
Families that call not on thy Name. 
Ferem. x. 25. This is the way to keep out Po- 
pery, and what is more infinitely defirable, 
fo revive dying Religion, and to „ 

at 
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Death which is every where viſible on the 
Inſtitutions of God's Houſe and M bin 


* would have this Diſcourſe looked upon by. 


on Congregation, as performin 
ich 1 gave them under nm) Hand 
in October 1731. 


al Bleſſings, temporal, ſpiritual, and 
eternal, are ſincerely ws fo _ ans 
theirs ty 
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The H oly Scriptures a perfect Rule. 


_— 


2 Tim. iii. 15. the latter part. 
Whith are able to nale thee wiſe unto Sal- 
vation, thro Faith which is in Chriſt 

Feſus 


WHEN the Church of Nome 
(whoſe Faith in St. Pauls time, 
was ſpoken of throughout the 
World) (a) in a courſe of many Ages, 
had departed from this Faith onte, and at 
onee delivered to the Saints (b). Giving 
heed to ſeduting Spirits, and Doctrines of 
Devils (or Doctrines concerning Demons) 
(e) It pteafed God to raiſe up Luther, 
Calvin, and matiy other pious and learn- 
ed Men, to {et on foot the Reformation, 
which happily fucceeded, and took place 


(s) Rim. i. 6. (b) Fall 3. (c) Mr. Mars Diſc. on 


1 Tim. iv. 1, &c. 


. 


— 
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in many Cities and Kingdoms, which 
were delivered from that Burden of falſe 
Doctrines, and numerous, as well as ridi- 
culous Ceremonies; and what was worſe, 
of a ſpiritual Tyranny under which the 


_ Chriſtian World had groaned for ſeveral 


Centuries. The grand Principle they 
went upon in reforming the Charch was, 
that as the ſacred Scriptures were leſt for 
the Uſe of the Church, ſo they were 
a compleat and perfe&t Rule. 


This being one of the great Prin- 
ciples on which the Reformation is built, 
I think it will be proper to conſider 
it at this time, when there is a general 
apprehenſion of the growth of Popery. 


In the beginning of this Chapter, St. 
Paul ſoretells, that in the laſt Days peril- 
lous Times will. come: At length obſerves, 
that evil Men and Seducers will wax worſe 
and worſe: Upon which occaſion, he ex- 
-horts his Son Timothy in the following 
manner, But continue thou in the things 


 -which thou haſt learned, and haſt been 4ſ 


ſured of, knowing of whom thou haſt learn- 
ed them. And that from a Child thou haſt 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able 
ai | 41 10 


a perfect Rule. 11 


to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, through 
Faith which is in Chriſt Feſus. We may 
obſerve here, Timothy had known the Ho- 
ly Scriptures am BeiFxss from a Child, in 
very early Age: And you whom God 
hath bleſſed with Children, may learn 
hence to teach them the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as ſoon as they are capable of read- 
ing and underſtanding them. Ignorance 
was not the Mother of Deyotion among 
the Primitive Chriſtians. 

We have alſo a great Commendation 
of the Holy Scriptures, they are able to 
make us wiſe unto Salvation, thro Faith, 
which is in Chriſt Feſus. 


By theſe Holy Scriptures, we are 
doubtleſs to underſtand the Old Teſta- 
ment, but then it is added, thro Faith, 
which it in Chriſt Feſus, by which we 
may underſtand the Doctrine of Salva- 
tion, which tho' darkly hinted in the 
Old Teſtament, is clearly reyealed in the 
New. Fur Chriſt hath aboliſhed death, and 
brought life and i ality to light by the 
goſpet (3). warts eee 


(a) 2 Tim. i. 10. 


Þ 2a! = The 


12 The Aſertian proved. 
The Words are an entire propoſi- 
tion, that the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament are able to make us 

wiſe unto Salvation. I ſhall 


77 prove to you the truth of this 
Aſſer tion. | 


II. 1 ſhall ſhew you, that this great 

Principle was taught and believed 

by the earlieſt Chriſtian Writers, af- 
ter the Apoſtles deceaſe. 


III. 1 will conſider * anfurer the ob 
FJections of the Romaniſis n it, 
and then apply it. 


I. Lam to prove, that the - Huh Kerip- 
tures are able to male us' wiſe unio Sakua- 
tion, and conſequently, that they are a 
perfect Rule of Faith, eee and 
Fractice to Chriſtians. 12 fr 


The 6 are called Hal, to a 
ſtinguiſh them from all. other Writings, 


becauſe. they were giuen by Tnſpirgtion. 
of God (a). And 3 were written by 


holy Men, * the Prophecy came not in 


2 Dim iii. 16. 
old 


The Aſſertion proved. 13 
old time by the will of Meu, but baly Meu 
o Ged fp ſpale as they were moved by the 


ly Ghoſt (a). A they were deſigned 
to make us holy in Heart and Life. 


1. This Aſſertion may be proved from 
my Text, eſpecially taken in conneftion 
with what follows, the Holy Scriptures are 
able ta make thee wiſe unto Jaluation, thre 
Faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Are they 
able to make us wiſe unta Salvatian? 
Then they are a perfect Rule to us, how 
we are to worſhip God, and how to be- 
haye in this State of Probatian and 


Trial. 


It then follows, all Scripture. is given 
by Inſpiration of God; the & Yriac tran- 
ſlates it, All Scripture that is gruen by In- 
{piration of Cod; and 1 thiok this is ra- 
ther more agrecable to the Original, as 
well as to the Apoſtle's deſign in this 

ace, All Scripture divinely inſpired, 

vs profitable for. Datirine, far Reprogj, for 
Carrectiou, for. Inftruttion in Righteouſneſs. 
That the Man of God may be puerfetd, tho- 
furniſhed unto all good 22 (b). 

if the Hoh Scriptures are alle ta make us 


F. a) 2 Pet. i. 21. (b) Hera yur, Hermon. 2 Tim. ili. 
16, 17. 2 
+ wiſe 


14 The Aſſertion proved. 


_ wiſe unto Salvation, what can we want 


more? Or wherein can they be deficient, 
asa Rule of W Worſhip, and _ 
tice? 


Furthermore, they are uſeful for all pur- 
poſes, both ſpeculative and practical to 
teach us what to believe, and what to 
practiſe : They are profitable to furniſh 
the Mind, to change the Heart, and to 
Nw ws the Lite. 


Laſtly, Under this head, they can 


make the Man of God perfect, through- 


ly furniſhed to every good Work, and 
what is ſufficient for Paſtors, ny Aa is ſuf⸗ 
ficient for their Flocks. | 

25 N Argament;). to poder the 
Perfection of Scripture as a Rule of Faith, 
Worſhip and Practice, may be taken from 
thoſe Cautions and Prohibitions, which 
are given us not to add to God's Word. 
Ton ſhall not add unto the Word, whith I 
command you, neither ſhall you diminiſh 


from it (a). Add thou not unto bis Words, 


4% be reprove thee, and thou be found 4 


Liar (b). What inſolence is it in any 


O Da iv. 2.  (b) Prov. xxx. 6. 


Man, 


_ b, 
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Man, or number of Men, to add unto 
God's Word? Don't it look as if they 
could ſome way or other mend it? 


And in the New Teſtament we have 
the following awful Paſſages. Tho we 
(Apoſtles) or an Angel from Heaven preach 
any other Goſpel unto you, than that which 
we have preached, let bim be accurſed. 
As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I again, if any 
Man preach any other Goſpel unto you, 
than that you have received, let him be 
accurſed (a). 


And there is a dreadful Curſe, which 


I don't ſee how the Men of Rome, par- 


ticularly who fat in the Council of Trent, 
can eſcape, without very ſorrowful Re- 
pentance, I zeftify to EveRy Man, (whe- 
ther Pope, Cardinal, or inferiour Clergy, 
as well as Laity)  reſtify to EveRY 
Man, that heareth the Words of the Pro- 
pheſy of this Book, Ir any MAN SHALL ADD 
UNTO THESE THINGS, GOD SHALL ADD UN- 
TO HIM THE PLAGUES THAT ARE WRIT- 
TEN IN THIS Book (b). And yet the 
Council of Trent hath decreed that unwrit- 


ten Traditions ſhould be received, PAR 


(a) Cal. i. 8, 9. (b) Rev. Xii. 18. 


PIETATIS 
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+ PIETATIS AFFECTU AC REVERENTIA CUM 


SCRIPTURA, theſe are their own Words, i. e. 
with the ſame pious Affection and Reverence 
with which we receive the Scripture (a). 


3. The Holy Scriptures. are a, perfe& 
Rule of Faith, Worſhip and Practice, 
becauſe this is expreſsly, and in ſo many 
Words often aſſerted. The Law of the 
Lord is eerFECT; converting the Soul; 
and if the Law of the Lord, by his Blef- 


ting accompanying it, can do this, I 


am ſure there is no need of any unwrit- 


ten Traditions. The Pſalmiſt goes on, 
the Teſttmony af the Lord is ſure, making 


w/e the ſinple. The Statutes of the Lora 
are tight, rejoiting the Heart, the com- 
mand. of the Lord is pure, enlightening 


the Zyes. The fear of the Lord is clean 


enduring for ever, the Fudgmenis of the 
Lord are true and righiteous altogether (b). 
H the Scriptures then can rejoice the 
Heart, enlighten the Eyes, and make 
us clean, if they are true and righteous 
altogether, then they are perfect. Thou, 
throngh thy Commundmenis, haſt made 
me wiſer thin mint Enemies, for they are 


(a) Sel. 4. an fays the fame, Lib. iv. De verbo 
Dei. (b) Pf. xix. 7, 8, 9. 5 


ever 
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ever with me. I have more underſtand- 
ing than all my Teachers, for thy Teſtimo- 
nes are my Meditation. I underſtand 
more than the Ancients, becauſe I keep thy 
Precepts. And again, Thy Word is a 
——» unto my Feet, and a Light unto my 
Path (a). g. d. Thy Word furniſheth my 
Head with right Notions, it alſo directs, 
governs, and influenceth my Practice. 


4. To add no more in proof of this 
Aſſertion, the Holy Scriptures could not 
anſwer the end propoſed by them; if 
they were not a perfect Rule of Faith, 
Worſhip and Practice, they could not make 
us wiſe unto Salvation. 


It is true, theſe divine Records don't 
contain all Chriſt's Words and Actions, 
but theſe are written, that ye might be- 
lieve, that Feſus is the Son of God, and 
that believing ye might have Life through 
his Name (b). wy 


Theſe things have I written unto or, 
that believe on the Name of the Son of 
God, that you may know that you have eter- 


(a) P/. cxix. 98, 99, 100, 105. ib) John XX. 31. 
C eee 


eee et er LN — 
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nal Life, and that you may believe on the 
Name of the Son of God (a,. 

II. Fam now to ſhew you, that this 
Doctrine was taught and believed by the 
earlieſt Chriftian Writers after the Apo- 
ſtles deceaſed. ae 


Of the many I might eafily produce, 


J will give a few for a ſmall Sample. 


Clement who lived A. D. 93. mentioned 
by St. Paul) (b) in his Epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians, exhorts them to © ſearch dili- 
«gently the Scriptures, which are the 
« true Oracles of the Spirit of God.” 
Fuſtin Martyr, who flouriſhed in the ſe- 
cond Century, writes thus, The true 
% Religion is contained in the Writings 
4 of the Prophets and Apoſtles, who have 
taught all things neceſſary for us to 
* know. We are not commanded to give 
credit to the Traditions and Doctrines 
* of Men, but to thoſe Doctrines which 
« were publiſhed by the Prophets, and 
which Chrift himſelf delivered. All 
things are to be brought to the Scrip- 
* tures, and from thence are Arguments 
* and Proofs to be fetched. For if a Man 


„ NE.  <* 


- 


la) Fobn i. (5, 13. (b) Phil. iv. 3. 
60 be 
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he asked never fo often how many does 
*« twice two make, he will ſay four: > 
« a Chriſtian diſcourſing with others, 
„ will always alledge the Scripture (a). 


Can a Proteſtant fay any more 
to our purpoſe? Mates Words are, 
* Scripture perſectæ fant, quippe a ver- 
* bo Dei & Spiritu ejus dittz (D);” 8. k. 
The Scriptures are perfect, becauſe 

they are dictated by the Word of God, 
« and his Spirit.” 


Tertullian lived about A. D. 200, his 
Opinion is this, I adore the fulneſs 
tc of the Scripture. —— Let Hermo- 

ec genes ſhew that it is written; if it 
«* be fot written, let him fear that 
* Woe denouticed againſt thoſe who add 
« of diminiſh.”-—* We have the Apo- 
c ſtles of the Lord for our Authors, who 
« never brought in any thing at their 
< own Will and Pleafare, but faithfully 
« dehvered the Doctrine to the Nations, 
as they received it from Chriſt : There. 
« fore, tho an Angel from Heaven ſhould 

« preach another Goſpel, we would fay, 
* Jet him be accurſed (e).“ 


(a) See his Dial. . ppb. (b) A. Here]. Lib. 2. 
c. 47. (c) Adverſus, Hermogenem. Adoro Scripture ple- 


ultudinem, &C. 
C 2 I think 
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TI think it is not a difficult thing to 
prove, that the Romaniſts have brought in 
another Goſpel. 


Origen, in the ſame Century, delivers 
his Opinion the ſame way. In the two 


* Tefſtaments, every Word that apper- 


« taineth unto God, may be required 
te and diſcuſſed, and all knowledge of 
« things out of them may be underſtood. 
& But if any thing remains which the 
& Holy Scripture doth not determine, 
< no other third Scripture ought to be re- 
60 ceived to authorize any Knowledge (a). 


Jerome, who died an old Man, A. D. 
420, thus expreſſes his Mind, © What- 
« ſoeyer we affirm, we ought to prove 
out of the holy Scriptures, the Speaker's 
« Words have not ſo much Authority, 
e as the Lord's Command (a). | 


Ambroſe, who was born about 333, is 
of the ſame Opinion, © We ought to add 
& nothing, no not for caution to God's 
« Command: For it thou doſt add or 
« diminiſh, it is a prevaricating of the 
Command. The pure and ſimple form 


fa) Levit. Hom. 5. (b) P/. 98. 


« of 
w 8 


r Wnt IR 


r —— — 
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te of the Command is to be kept: No- 
« thing, therefore, let it ſeem ever ſo 
« good, ought to be added to i. There- 
« fore, we ought not to add to, or take 
« away from the Commands of God: 
« And again, when the Scriptures are 
te filent, who will ſpeak (a)? 
Auſtin, born A. D. 354. fays, In 
« thoſe things which are plainly laid 
« down in the Scripture, all thoſe things 
<« are to be found which belong to Faith, 
ce or direction of Life. Let us not hear 
« this, I ſay, this you ſay, but let us hear, 
te this faith the Lord. Here is God s Book, 
« to whoſe Authority we on both ſides 
« conſent, both ſides believe Ii quæ- 
« ramus eceleſs, jam, ibi diſcutiamus cauſam 
« noſtram, &c. There let us ſeek the 
« (Church, there let us diſcuſs our Cauſe. 
« Let thoſe things be taken from us, 
« which we cite or alledge one againſt 
« another, but not from the divine Ca- 
« nonical Books, for I will not, that 
e the holy Church be demonſtrated from 
« the Documents of Men, but from the 
* Oracles of God.” Again, © Read us 
„ theſe things out of the Law, out of 
“the Prophets, or Pſalms, or Goſpel, or 


7 a) * Scripturis non loguentibus, quis loguetur ? De 
ara C. I2, 


3 * the 


22 Popiſh Objectiont unſwered. 

« the apoſtolical Epiſtles, do you read 
« and we believe. Let no Man ask me 
« my Opinion, but let us hearken to the 
« Scripture, and ſubmit our witty Reaſon- 
ce ings to the Word of God.” I remember 
alſo, I have read the following Paſſage in 
this Father, and fo I diſmiſs him, ſpeaking 
to a Donatiſt, Non tu me, net ego te, 
« fed ambo audiumus Dommunm, i. e. 1 will 
* not hear thee, nor ſhalt thou hear me, 
ce but let us both hear the Lord,” vis. 
ſpeaking in his Word. 


But it muſt be a very bad Cauſe, that 


learned Men can't ſay ſomewhat for, at 


leaſt to deceive the Ignorant. I therefore 
proceed, 


IT. To obviate and anſwer the Objec- 
tions of the Romam/ts againſt this truth, 
which is well ſupported, both by the 
facred Writings, and by the unanimous 
Conſent of all the Chriſtian Fathers for 
ſeveral Centuries after the Apoſtolick Age. 


1. They object, and ſay, the ſacred 
Scriptures acknowledge their own im- 
perfection. Many other ſigns truly did Je- 
ſus in the preſence of his Diſciples, which 


are not written in this Book (a). To 


(a) Jobn XX. 30. 


ä 


* — 1 1 _ "*: Y 1 — 
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To which J anſwer, all this is true, for 
we know St. Jahn hath not related all 
that the other Evangeliſts haye recorded 
concerning Chriſt: But how. doth this 
prove, that the Evangeliſt in this place 
hints at the imperſection of the Scrip- 
tures? If you read what follows, it is 
plain he aſſerts the very reverſe, for he 
adds, But theſe are written that ye might 
believe, that Fefus is the Chriſt the Son of 
God, and that believmp ye might have Life 
thro' his Name (a). So that tho' all that 
Chriſt ſaid and did is not committed to 
writing, which was not neceſſary, if it 
was not impoſſible (b); yet enough is 
written to bring us to Heaven, if we be- 
lieve his Doctrine, obey his Word, de- 
pend on his Merits, — follow his Ex- 


* 8 
ut under this head, they urge us with 
other Paſſages of Scripture, O Timothy, 
keep that which is committed to thy truſt (e). 
I reply, how doth it appear, that the 
Apoſtle meant any thing elſe beſides the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel > Which he had 
delivered unto him, called elſewhere, the 
of ſound Words which he had heard of 
him in Faith and Eove; which is in Chriſt 
—_ 

obn xx. 31. (b) John xxi. 25. (e) 1 Tim. vi. 20. 
e. i. bs 99 5 * They 
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They object farther, the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
thus, Therefore ſtand faſt, and hold the 
Traditions which you have been taught, 
whether by Word, or our Epiſtle (a). 


This, I think, is as little to their pur- 
pole as the other, for by Tradition is 
here meant the Goſpel, which they, had 
received either by word of Mouth, or by 
Epiſtle ; and as to us, the whole Goſpel 
may be called a Tradition, becauſe the 
New Teſtament which contains it, hath 
been tranſmitted to us in a traditionary 
way; but how doth this prove, that the 
facred Word is defecti ve, and therefore 


unwritten Traditions are neceſſary to ſup- 


ply its ſuppoſed defects? Eſpecially, 
when theſe unwritten Traditions contain 
Doctrines, not only added to the Doc- 
trines taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
but ſubverſive of them, and inconſiſtent 
with them. 


2. They tell us, we (Proteſtants) al- 
low, ſome things are not contained in the 
Word of God, which yet we practiſe. If 
they mean the Croſs, God- Fathers, Cc. 
I leaye them to anſwer this Objection, 


(a) 2 Theſ. ü. 15. „ 
| ta 
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who are Adyocates for Ceremonies of 
human Invention. But if they mean 
the Obſervation of the firſt Day of the 
Week as the Chriſtian-Sabbath, Infant- 
Baptiſm,” and the like, I anſwer, that 
if we don't find enough in the ſacred 
Scriptures to ſatisfy us theſe are divine 
Appointments, we ought to reject them; 
for my own part, I think both theſe 
Doctrines may be fairly and ſatisfactorily 
proved from the ſacred Oracles. 


As to the Lord's Day, e read that 
on the firſt Day of the Week the Diſ- 
ciples uſed to meet together to break Bread 
(a). And on the firſt Day of the Week, 
St. Paul adviſed the Corinthians, to lay 

in Store as God had proffered them 

. And this is called the Lord's Day 
(ce), as the Supper is called the Lord's 


| Supper. 


Infant- Baptiſm, we think ſucceeds 
Infant Circumcifion, and Infants be- 


ins a great part of eyery. Nation, they 
re firſt to be diſcipied by Bapriſm, and 


afterwards 10 be tanght to obſtror all 
(a) 48s xx. 7. (b) 1 Co. xvi, 2. (e) Rev. i. 10. 
things 
D 
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things whatſoever Chriſt hath command- 
ed (d). 


And wiener bee are now 
made againſt Infant - Baptiſm, would 
have been of equal Force againſt Infant- 
Circumciſion, and will hold good againſt 
Inſant-Salvation. 


3. And laſtly, will they object and 
ſay, we can't by Scripture alone over- 
throw their Religion? For inſtance, 
where is it ſaid in the Scripture, that the 
Pope of Rome is Antichriſt, or that he is 
not Chriſt's Vicar, &c.? ; 


1 aner; it is ſuffeient that we 
prove the affirmative Articles of our Faith 
from Scripture; we have nothing to do 
with Errors, farther than to reject them 
as negative Articles. But to anſwer 
more directly to the purpole. Where is 
it forbidden in-Scripture, that we ſhould 
believe in Mahomet ? As there is enough 
in the ſacred Scripture to ſhew us the 
Abſurdity of believing in any other but 
Chriſt, or that by believing in him, we ſhall 


(a) Mart. xxviii. 19. 20. 


reach 
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reach Everlaſting Liſe, conſequently, 
there is no need of believing in Maho- 
met; yea, that by ſo doing, we ſhould 


forſake the Scripture Method of Salva- 


tion. So if from the Scripture we prove 
its Perfection, we conclude, againſt the 
Romaniſts, that their unwritten Tradi- 
tions are needleſs: But as to the Pope, 
we think ſo. much is ſaid of him in the 
Sacred Writings, that we may without 
Uncharitableneſs conclude, he is TE 
MAN or SIN, THE Wicked ONE, THE 
SoN OF PERDITION, ſpoken of and de- 
ſcribed by St. Paul (a), and in other 
Places of the New Teſtament. 


I proceed now to the Application. 


1. We hence conclude, to call the 
Holy Scriptures, a Leaden Rule, a Noſe 
of Wax, a Favourer of Hereſies, a dumb 
Rule, &c. is to caſt very unjuſt and 
groundleſs Reflections upon them. 


Such Reflections on the Word of God 
come with an ill Grace out of the Mouth 
of a Papiſt, becauſe as a Chriſtian he pro- 
feſſes to believe it to be the Word of 


(a) 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. Cc. 
D 2 God, 
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God, and therefore ought to have the 
higheſt Veneration for it; but ſuch 
Reflections come worſe out of the Mouth 
of a Proteſtant, And yet ſome Pro- 
teſtants have too much imitated our Po- 
rel AJverſaries in this Particular. 1 
ave this however to offer to alleviate 
the Crime of thoſe Proteſtants, who 
have treated the Holy Oracles too ſree- 
Jy, that they firſt borrowed it of the 
Romaniſts, and this is not Language 
they dare ſtand to, but only have thrown 
out in the heat of Controverſy, and 
which they bave been ready to unſay 
in cooler Thoughts. 


2. Are the Holy Scriptures able to 
make us wile unto Salvation ? Why 
then ſhould not an hoeneft Declaration 
that we believe them, be ſufficient to en- 
title us to all the Privileges of Chur 
Members? This is 2 ſufficient Teſt o 
a Man's Orthodoxy. To, inſiſt there- 
fore upon Subſcription to human Com- 

oſures, is ſo far to derogate from the Per- 

ection of Scripture; our own Catechiſm, 
in the ſecond Queſtion lays, The = 
Hof God contained in the Scriptures o 
« the Old and New T eſtament are the 
* ONLY 
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* ONLY RULE to direct us how we may 
* glorifiy and enjoy him. 


Father Fox, the Martyrologiſt, ſeems 
to be almoſt the only Man in Queen 
Elizabeth's Time that underſtood through- 
ly the main Principle on which Pro- 
teſtants can juſtify their Separation from 
Rome; for when called upon to ſub- 
ſcribe Articles of Religion drawn up by 
fallible Men, he took out his Greek 
Teſtament, and faid, huic ſubſcribam, I 
will ſubſcribe this, and if that will not 
ſatisfy you, I have only a ſmall Pre- 
bendary at Salisbury, you may take it 
from me; and not without ſome Difficulty 
he kept that. 


But to come nearer our own Times, 
About two Years before the Reſtoration, 
when ſeveral Divines were fummoned 
by the then Civil Powers to ſettle 
Fundamentals in Religion, the late 
excellent Mr. Baxter was one of them, 
and bravely declared againſt Subſcrip- 
225 5 any humanly deviſed Articles of 

ith, 


A. B. Uſber Was nominated to be 
one, but he declined it, and propoſed 


ow u. 
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Mr. Baxter in his Room, who told them, 
amongſt other things, © that as to pub- 
&« lick Profeſſions, upon admittance to 

1 Communion, he thought thus much 
& might ſuffice. In general, I do be- 
| « lieve all that is contained in the ſa- 
« cred, canonical Scriptures, and parti- 
& cularly I believe what is explicitly con- 
« tained in the ancient Creeds, and I 
% deſire all that is contained in the 
« Lord's Prayer, and I reſolve upon Obe- 
« dience to the Ten Commandments, 
cc and whatever elſe I can learn of 
the Will of God. And therefore he 
« farther propoſed the offering to the 
« Parliament, THE CREED, THE LorD's 
« PRAYER, and THE TEN COMMAND- - 
« MENTS, AS THE ESSENTIALS OR FUN- 
© DAMENTALS OF CHRISTIANITY, con- 
« taining all that is neceſſary to Salya- 
te tion. When they objected, that this 
might be ſubſcribed by a Papiſt or 
« Socinian, his Anſwer was, it was ſo 
© much the better, and the fitter to be 
the Matter of Concord: But if they 
« were afraid of Communion with Pa- 
© piſts and Socinians, it ſhould not be 
& ayoided by making a new Rule or Teſt 
e of Faith, which they will not ſubſcribe 


« to, or by forcing others to ſubſcribe 
| « more 
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more than they can do, but by calling 
them to account, whenever in preaching 
or writing they contradict or abuſe the 
Truth to which they have ſubſcribed (a). 


A 
** 


A 
* 


I am of Opinion, all civil Eſtabliſh- 
ments of Religion will be attended with 
ſome Inconveniences or other. The 
Eſtabliſhment at Geneva now ſeems to 
be the moſt entirely Proteſtant, con- 
ſiſtent throughout, for inſtead AJ ſub- 


ſeribing LXVI Articles, as they uſed to 


do *till the Lear 1708, their Miniſters 
at their Ordination take a ſolemn Oath, 

to this Purpoſe: . do believe the Scrip- 
e tures of the Old and New Teſtament 
© to be the Word of God, and do pro- 
« mile to be conformed to them'i in Doc- 


ee trine and Practice; and this Iſhould 


think ſufficient in all other Churches. 


485371 infer. x theſe Holy Scriptures 
ought to be read in our publick Aſſem- 
blies; this was always a Branch of 
Religious Worſhip. in the Jewiſh Sy na- 


gogues (b), and afterwards in the Guts 


Church. 


a) Dr. Calany's Abjid ent Vol, * 5 120, 0 
8 er | gy EY # 1 


n 1 


* © 
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Some can't read, and others that 
can, (it is feared) too much ne- 
glect reading the Bible; in ſome Houſes 
it is deſpiſed, in many it is too much 
flighted; wherefore, I think, by read- 
ing it in publick Aſſemblies, we pay 


This part of the Worſhip of God's 
Houſe ought to be attended upon, as 
well as the reſt: There are no Words 
like the Words which the Holy-Ghoſt 


_ teacheth; no Language like the Lan- 


guage of the Bible; there is ſuch a 
Majeſty and Authority in the very 
Wötds of Scripture, that the reading 
them with Setiouſneſs, by the Bleſſing 


of God; hath been very uſcful. 


4. If we keep cloſe to this Chriſti- 
an and Proteſtant Principle, that the 
ſacred Oracles are a perfe& Rule of 
Faith; Worſhip, and Practice, many 
Controverſies among ourſel ves would | 


de ſoon decided. 


I am very confident, peaceable Diſ- 

ſenters are free from Schiſm, for 7 
ting from the preſent eccleſiaſtic 

e eren Eftabliſh- 


t 
8 
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Eſtabliſnment, in which ſome things 
are required, which to all of us ap- 
pear doubtful, and to many among us, 
ſinful; and the late famous Mr. Hales, 
of Eaton College, though a Miniſter 
of the Church of England, acquits us, 
aſſerting, that if doubtful, and much 
© more ſinful Terms of Communion 
© are impoſed, and a Schiſm follows, 
e the Impoſers are the Schiſmaticks, 
% and not they who peaceably with- 
draw, or rather are forced to do it. 


The Worſhip of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters is, or I am ſure may and ought 
to be regulated entirely by the Holy 
Scriptures. - I don't know any Arti- 
cles of Faith, or any Terms of Com- 
munion inſiſted upon, but what we have 
plain and expreſs Authority for in the 
Sacred Writings : The weak in the Faith we 
receive, but not to doubtful Diſputations (a). 
And it is with Pleaſure I can tell you, 
the Popiſh Miſſionaries have made very 
few (if any) Profelytes among our Peo- 
ple formerly. They always look upon 
us as moſt irreconcileable Enemies to 


their Principles. 


(a) Rom. xiv. 1. 


„ E 5. From 
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5. From what hath been ſuggeſted, 
I infer, there is no need of, nor any 
Juſt foundation for unwritten Traditions; 
all the Arguments that are uſually 
brought to ſupport them have been al- 


ready conſidered, and I hope fully an- 


ſwered; for they ariſe from miſtaking 
the true and obvious Senſe of two or 
three Paſſages of Scripture (a), 


6. If the Holy Scriptures are a per- 
fe& Rule, then the Church of Rome is 


not only fallible (i. e. liable to miſtake) 


but hath actually erred in this great and 
fundamental Point ; what then becomes 


of the whole Popiſh Superſtructure built 


on it, the Foundation being deſtroyed ? 


The proving and eſtabliſhing this 
fundamental Doctrine is of very great 
Conſequence ; for it overthrows Popery, 
by ſapping its very Foundation, and 


Juſtifies the Reformation, = | 


7. I infer alſo, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are a perfe&t Rule of Worſhip, 
as well as of Faith and Practice. Some 


e) See Pages 18, 19, of the Sermon, 
| Who 
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who allow the Inſpired Writings to be 
a Perfect Rule of Faith and Practice, 
yet deny that they are of Worſhip, be- 
cauſe then the Church could not have 
a Power to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, nor have Authority in Controver- 
ſies of Faith. We, on the other hand, 
think the Scriptures would be an imper- 
fect Rule, if they did not direct our Wor- 
ſhip, as well as Faith and Practice. 


I am ſo far a thorough and con- 
ſiſtent Proteſtant, that if I am con- 
vinced that I believe or practiſe any 
thing inconſiſtent with the Word of 
God, I am ready to give it up. 


8. And Laſtly, We ought to be thank- 
ful, that we are favoured with theſe 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make us wiſe unto Salvation, through 
Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; Thanks 
be to God, that this blefſed Book is 
put into our Hands, and that we have 
been acquainted with it from our Child- 
hood: It was the Privilege of the Pers, 
that unto them were committed the Oracles 
of God (a): 


(a) Rom. ii. 2, 


E 2 And 
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And now, in the cloſe, "IS all that 
we OF heard, let us, by way of Ad- 
vice, Take care that we ſet the 
higheſt Value on the Holy Scriptures, 
which we have known from our . Child- 
hood. Other Books are valuable and 
uſeful in their place, but not to be 
equalled with, much leſs preferred before 
them, as ſome eager Advocates. for. Sub- 
ſcription to human Forms ſeem to make 
them: As if ſallible Men could, better 

uard againſt Hereſies, than Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles have already guarded "init 
them in the Word. 


The BiBLE, THE Bil ay vgs 
Chilling worth) is the Religion of Proteſtants.” 
One Word from the Sacred Scriptures will 
go farther towards convincing-me of any 
Miſtake in Religion, than 40 or 100 
| Citations from the Fathers, who Were but 

Men at the beſt, and ſome of them i 850. 
rant and weak Men. | 3 


2. Let us daily canperlt with theſe 
Holy Scriptures, _ which are able to make 
us wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith 
which is in Chriſt Teſs, It is feared, 
that in many Families) of Profeſſors, 

| the 


d 
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the Word of God is ſcarce looked in- 
to from one Lord's Day to another. I 
remember when Bibles were more com- 
monly brought to the Houſe of God, 
and uſed in our publick Worſhip than 
they are at preſent; by turning to the 
moſt remarkable Proofs of a Sermon 
your Memories would be greatly aſſiſt· 


ed; whereas now the moſt judicious Ser- 


mons are ſoon ſorgot, being ſeldom 
thought on ſeriouſly after the e 
Worſhip is ended. | 


Let me exhort and charge you all 
to read the Scriptures every Day in 
your Retirements and Families; making 
Conſcience . of this, as well as of daily 
PAINE g e 235 Fs 8 

Among the many Ciuſes of. the 
Growth of Popery, Ignorance is un- 
doubtedly one; and doth not Ignorance 
abound in thoſe Families that ſcarce 


ever read the Word of God? 


Another Cauſe of its Increaſe is the 
ſad Decay of practical Godlineſs. How 
many prayerleſs Perſons and Families 


ate to be found, among the Proſeſſors 


of this Day? More, I fear, than once I 
4 could 
4 
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could have thought, and yet I muſt 
profeſs, I don't ſee how any Man can 
be reckon'd truly religious, who lives 
in the conftant negle& of ſecret and 
family Prayer, or performs it in a care- 
leſs, lifeleſs manner, without Spirit and 
Devotion. | 5 


As ſoon as your Children can read, 
put this Book of Books into their 
Hands, and help them to underſtand 
the moſt neceſſary things contained in 
it, as far as you are able. 


And you that are in eaſy and plen- 
tiſul Circumſtances would do well to 
diſtribute Bibles among the poor; by 
* them and other good Books, 

and eſpecially by relieving their bodily 
Wants, many who are now perverted 
to Popery might have been preſerved 
ſrom that Faction. 1 2 


3. And Laſtly, above all, let us take 
Care, that the Holy Scriptures have this 
Effect upon us, to make us wiſe unto 
Salvation, through Faith whith is in 
Chriſt Feſus. See to it that you be- 
lieve and obey the Word of God; that 
you believe the Doctrines and W 

an 


” 
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and that you obey the Precepts and 


Commands contained in this bleſſed 
Book. | 2 x 


When the Queſtion is asked, I here- 
with ſhall a young Man cleanſe his Way? 
The Anſwer follows, by taking heed 
thereto, according to his Word (a). Let 
us make the Word a Lamp to our Feet, 
and a Light to our Path (b). Let the 
Word of Chriſt dwell in us richly in all 
Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſbing one 
another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpi- 
ritual Songs, ſinging, and making Melody 
in our Hearts unto the Lord (c). 


The Law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the Soul (d). May it produce 
this ſaving Effect on each of our Souls! 
May we feel its converting Power ! 
That under the Bleſſing of Heaven, 
whilſt we converſe with theſe Holy 
Scriptures, we may be made wiſe unto 
Salvation, then we ſhall be wiſe indeed ; 
for they that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament. I cloſe 
with theſe Words: Bleſſed is the Man 


(a) P/. exix. 9. b Ver. 10s, (0 Col. iii. 16. 
0 I/ Air. 7. | * , 


that 
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that walketh not in the Coun 1 
Unigodly, nor ſtandeth in the Wy 0, 
ners, non ſitteth in the Seat of 2 Scornte 
ful! But his Delight is m the Law of 
the Lord, and in his Law doth he me- 
ditate Day and Night. And he fhall be 
like a Tree planted by the Rivers of Wa- 
ter, that bringeth forth his Fruit in his 
Seaſon; his — alſo ſhall not © wither, 
«nd whatſoever he doth ſoalt proſper 60. 


(a) 820 1,4, 5 
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